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The Assembly at a Glance 


SATURDAY THROUGH TUESDAY 


(Continued from Last Week) 


HURCH PROPERTY step is frowned upon by Assembly; Atlanta Pres- 
bytery advised to seek amendment of church’s charter. . . . Austin 
College choir makes fine impression . . . Retiring moderator to ap- 

point committee chairmen for next Assembly. ... Further statement made on 
Richardson case; effort to communicate with Greensboro church fails. 
. . . Full-time secretary for Minister and His Work committee approved. .. . 
Japan University fails to get official approval, though way is left open for 
those who wish to do so to contribute. . . . Bradley and Fulton speak... . 
Carson calls it ‘“‘A day to regret.’”’ . . . Changed church year to be studied 
further. . . . Prior service on committees not counted before 1949. . . . In- 
clusion of Christmas, Easter, Pentecost in calendar to be studied by General 
Council. . . . Stillman College is made independent. . . . Dissolution of 
Snedecor Synod to be studied by Church Extension Board with recommenda- 
tion to next Assembly. . . . Racial segregation by Assembly and agencies 
is refused. . . . Massanetta is first Assembly with no discrimination. .. . 
(Montreat also modifies policies). . . . Divorce and Re-Marriage study is 
received and commended to churches as requested; further steps are asked. 
. . . Tribute is paid Marion for Christian Relations service. . . . Assembly 
said to be “not qualified” to speak on use of hydrogen bomb. . . . Effort to 
restrict selection of speakers at colleges and seminaries fails. . . . Helps 
to be provided in planning and building churches. . . . Joint Presbyterian 
hymnal is approved. . . . Study of parochial schools to be made. . . . Oppo- 
sition to cooperation with Councils is soundly beaten; World Council ap- 
proved 268-91; Federal Council, 243-120. ...Sprunt resolution voicing 
dissent from some Council actions is voted, 214-114. . . . Inter-Presbyterian 
program of acquaintance and cooperation to move steadily ahead... . 
Special fund set up in Assembly’s budget to support inter-church agencies. 
. . . Re-organization of docket and procedures seen as great aid to efficiency 
and speed of Assembly’s work. 
































T RI C PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 
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2. e 
A Parable for Summertime Annie Get Your Gun 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN a 
The successful stage production 
dramatizing the career of ‘‘Little Annie OLI 
“He who believes in me, as the Scrip- stand alone. Such a person forgets that Oakley” from backwoods “‘sure shot’ to beet 
ture has said, out of his heart shall flow the Christian does not exist for his own ‘Star performer with Buffalo Bill’s Wild hate 
rivers of living water.”—John 7:38, sake alone. The disconnected Christian, West Show has been brought to the 
R. S. V. the loosely-connected Christian, rots in screen by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer as a 
the sun like an empty hose, while the beautiful spectacle adorned with all that Ch 
F NOTHING COMES from the hose garden he should be watering perishes. Technicolor can offer in visual artistic 
: s Or again, a Christian can have too achievement. 
but a miserable ereene, it can be for many outlets. A leaky hose is a rather The story is delightfully funny, with Chur 
any one of several reasons. The con- fascinating sight, spurting little foun- @ few moments of pathos, and uses for 
nection with the spigot may have worked tele off een am os : h h A 
: ’ along its length. But its theme the natural reluctance of a 
loose, or it may have come clear off, so, : ‘ 
f at the end, where it should be at work, M™an to feel romantic about a woman 
that little or no water gets into the hose , - Pangaagious 
nothing comes but a trickle. All the who excels him in his own field and the 
at all. Or the nozzle of the hose may be Guree of the water bb : : i 1 non 
. : r has been spent in .WOman’s know edge of her own ability 
turned too tight; there is plenty of — those picturesque little fountains along ‘added to the willingness to let him feel 
sure but no outlet. Or the hose may the way. superior. An era in American life is 
have sprung a leak. Or, if none of these Some Christians are like that. It is e-created, thus providing nostalgic Mr: 
things is true, then the hose may simply the story of the good soil and the weeds, Pleasure for older members of the family Texas 
have a kink in it, and all it needs is to with a new twist—the soil that got so and acquainting the younger ones with | "°° 
be untwisted. tired putting out thorns and thistles that it in an entertaining way. There are | ("U"% 
So it is with the Christian. His life jt had no energy left for the good seed. 00d songs, light comedy and real —_— 
ought to be outflowing at all times. The @ there are Christians with too many ‘‘story-book Indians” performing ritual two 
goodness and grace of God ought to flow jeaks. They spend their energies on so dances. — 
through the Christian; he should be ab‘e many side-issues that they never do any Betty Hutton is perfect as “Annie.” | f 
to bring the healing waters of God to one thing well, specially not the particu- She gives the role a believable sprightli- neue 
the parched and dusty corners of this Jar thing they could do best. Something ess, her vivacity being well fitted to a 
world. for which they were sorely needed goes’ the part, from her introduction as an un- — 
Just as a hose may be used for differ- undone, because they do so many things lettered wild-game hunter and provider eepaitts 
ent purposes, so there are different func- they were not needed to do. for her brothers and sisters to her meet- esas 
tions of a Christian, or perhaps differ- Others still are, so to speak, clogged ings with royalty during a grand tour =e 
ent kinds of Christians. Sometimes he atthe nozzle. They havea greatintake, of Europe, decked in finery and winning be 
is like a hose when it sends a fine spray they cleave close to God, they waste medals. Howard Keel, as the handsome wan 
over lawn or flowerbed, gentle, diffused none of their power nor his; but they object of her affection, sings well and said, 
and refreshing. At other times the have no outlet anywhere. They may be acts as though he enjoys his share of vali 
water comes out in a solid and powerful! full of the grace of God, but it seems to the excitement. Buffalo Bill comes to - 
rush, to clean off a walk or wall. Some be all for themselves. They lack the life in the person of Louis Calhern and place 
Christians excel in grace and gentle- human contact, the humantouch. They J. Carrol Naish lends his colorful regalia = 
ness; others make up in force what they forget that the Christian is not intended and grunting voice to portraying “Sit- — 
may lack in quietness and tact. Butal- to be simply the recipient of God’s grace, ting Bull.” All members of the family wa 
ways, in either case, unless the water but to be a channel of it. Contact with ill find this a satisfying production. <— 
flows freely, no good will be done. God is of little use unless there is con- The light of innocence seems to shine 
tact with man as well. over it, emanating from Annie, a maiden ee 
‘ : . ~— 
W HEN GOD’S GRACE and good- pornos gy pg ter me ute | et 
ness do not flow through a HEN THERE ARE the multitudes ; ; ae 
- ® te, (8 ‘ P " fe itv ¢ 
Christian’s life, it may be for of Christians who have nothing *Selected by the Protestant Motion po 
the same reasons that make a hose wrong with them but their kinks. Picture Council orde1 
trickle. A mere trickle of water is only Some little twist in them shuts them off : stanc 
a nuisance. It gets things only a little as if they had been cut dead in two. our ¢ 
wet without doing any real good. So Even if we have a hard time seeing it = y ” poo 
the Christian whose goodness is no more in ourselves, we can see the kinks of Ministers Vacation Exchange “g 
than a trickle, is a nuisance. A vigor- others very well. Some hobby ridden Inctuding Presbyterian, U. S. and U. 8. A. not, 
ous rascal is more welcomed than a to death, some unrealized prejudice, agail 
damp and feeble Christian. some tartness of tongue, some peculiar- zene 
Perhaps the connection between the ity or eccentricity, some bit of fanatic- We 8S Serres Sear psi 
Christian and his Source works loose. ism, possibly something no more out-of- eWill preach and care for requested aa 9 
Perhaps he seldom even thinks of God the-way than an odd habit—nothing P#Storal services during August for use ing r 
any more, still less clings to him for wrong, nothing wicked, just a twist. pedresiter's wit goer wits ergy cso to g 
grace. He may be trying to live on his Who of us has not known some minis- pico ain Pre aiges malay = 
own. God is invisible, like the great ter, some teacher, some good woman, tude. 
water-main deep below the ground. A some fine Christian man, who somehow eh S ey Ge Se See oF i 
conceited red hose may get the notion accomplished no more than a trickle of eS ee oe ee do w 
‘ . ste é J. Fahrion, 604 Maple St., Tarkio, Mo. eral 
that the water-main, because invisible, the great outflowing good he might have preci 
is unnecessary. So a conceited Christian done, only because of some kink in his "XCHANGE OF PULPITS leade 
may half-unconsciously fancy that a makeup? @Robbings Memorial Church, Beaumont, chur 
connection once made with God, years And who ameug us does not need to ‘Texas, 210 members, July 16, 23. Will be tion 
ago, is still enough; that while a child, pray not only, Lord, deliver me from my *ttending Lions International convention 9 
or an old person, or one in trouble, may’ sins! but also, Lord, straighten out my 20 nageeng —_ eles Cree = hag 
need God, a healthy grown person can kinks! tunity on those Sundays. J, Elroy Weikel, wien 
195 Iowa, Beaumont, Texas. willit 
el yO Ee oC Lo eee EE 
Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 10c a copy. $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. : but 1 
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Church Property Independency Thoroughly Beaten 


Churches Seeking to Hold Buildings 
Apart from Presbytery Are 
Given Decided Set-Back 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON 


(Continued from last week) 


Mrs. C. S. Harrington, Houston, 
Texas, one of the church’s three rep- 
resentatives to the World Council of 
Churches, spoke to the Assembly on the 
Council’s achievements. She is one of 
two women on the Council’s central 
committee. Because of the involvement 
of the docket the time which it had 
been planned for her to have was 
severely curtailed, but commissioners 
agreed that she made the most of the 
opportunity and brought one of the most 
moving addresses of the entire meet- 
ing. 

The Christian world order toward 
which the churches are working, she 
said, “is our mandate and badge of be- 
lief and confession and we cannot for- 
feit our opportunity to stand in our 
place of service and make our peculiar 
and special contribution; it is a chal- 
lenge to our sincerity, our belief and 
our true efforts.’’ Excerpts from her 
address follow: 


“The World Council of Churches has 
no authority but all can see and rejoice 
in the fact that when Christians do 
speak together they prove their sincer- 
ity and wield great weight and influ- 
ence toward building a Christian world 
order. This signpost is a beacon and 
stands clear and unmistakable in this 
our day which is the day of the Ecu- 
menical Reformation, whether we rec- 
ognize it or not. ... 

“Since this far too high honor can- 
not, and should not, ever come to me 
again, may I, on the floor of a later 
reneral Assembly, thank Dr. Cunning- 
ham and the commissioners of the 1947 
General Assembly for having elected 
me as an accredited delegate and allow- 
ing me, who can have no official status, 
to go as a representative to the first 
Assembly. I can only thank them, I 
can only inadequately express my grati- 
tude. 

“And we, the Women of the Church, 
do want you of this mid-century Gen- 
eral Assembly to know our deep ap- 
preciation for so many things—for the 
leadership you have given our beloved 
church; for the generous representa- 
tion you have given us on the Boards 
and committees as the General Assem- 
bly is now reorganized. We do want 
to see our church true and strong and 
vital and ministering here at home and 
willing to go up into the gaps, out 
where the battle is being fought and 
where things are not as they should be, 
but where the destiny of nations is be- 





THE ASSEMBLY REPORT 


Our report of the 90th General 
Assembly held at Massanetta 
Springs, Va., continues at some 
length the account given last week. 
Some of the issues are discussed in 
detail because of their importance. 
Some of the debates are reported 
rather fully, having been recorded 
at the meeting for our use. Edi- 
torial discussions and appraisals 
will begin in the next issue. 











ing fashioned. And we want you to 
know our confidence that this will be 
done, our happiness and our complete 
satisfaction as we face the future, for 
you are our our pastors and ruling 
elders.” ; 


Mrs. Harrington received vigorous 
applause at the conclusion of her re- 
marks. 


FRIDAY EVENING 


With two Assembly’s causes sched- 
uled for “popular”? presentation Friday 
evening, commissioners, looking to the 
past, could easily have anticipated a 
long program. But the reorganization, 
manifesting itself in other ways already, 
showed itself here too, for the entire 
program was over in an hour—unpre- 
cedented in recent years. 

J. R. McCain, Decatur, Ga., chair- 
man of the General Council spoke of 
the rapidity and facility of the effec- 
tive changes which had been made in 
the reorganization. He spoke of the 
General Council, saying it is not a “big 
boss’; it has no Solomons on it; it is 
not a “‘little Assembly” to legislate. Its 
aim is to be a real servant. 

J. G. Patton, Jr., the Council’s execu- 
tive, was presented by Dr. McCain in 
order that he might tell of some of 
the objectives and problems facing the 
General Council. He said that for the 
first time in many years last year’s re- 
ports show a slight decrease in per 
capita contributions to benevolences; 
the agencies received about $250,000 
less than in the year before. He said, 
you cannot keep on cutting down on 
the agencies and at the same time keep 
asking them to do more. 

Second part of the program was de- 
voted to the Board of Church Exten- 
sion, with the various Board members 


Efforts to Weaken Participation in 
Cooperation Movements Are 


Overwhelmingly Defeated 


and division secretaries introduced. 
Vernon S. Broyles, the executive secre- 
tary, described the challenge which his 
Board faces and the opportunities it 
confronts. 


SATURDAY MORNING 


Saturday morning was again given 
over entirely to standing committee meet- 
ings. That afternoon those committees 
began to report and from that time on 
the Assembly’s work moved smoothly 
ahead—with, of course, the inevitable 
debates. These, however, are taken for 
granted, for an Assembly without de- 
bates would be a tame and uninterest- 
ing affair. 

Synodical records, reported by Wm. 
B. Clemmons, Fairfield, Va., revealed 
nothing particularly out of line in these 
minutes from the synods. 


Educational Institutions 


S. L. Joekel, Austin, Texas, presented 
the report on educationa) institutions. 
In this report the more important 
achievements of the seminaries were 
listed. One new item appeared in this 
report in a recommendation calling for 
the Assembly’s approval of newly- 
elected professors of the seminaries. 
Louisville Seminary’s charter requires 
that this be be done but the others 
do not, since the seminaries are con- 
trolled exclusively by the synods. Since 
no permission has been given by the 
controlling bodies by which this right 
is surrendered to the Assembly (except 
in the case of Louisville) it was not 
thought that this would become a pre- 
cedent. 

The Assembly’s Training School re- 
ported continuing progress and the 
president, Henry Wade DuBose, was 
presented to tell of the institution’s 
needs. J. Rupert McGregor’ spoke 
about Montreat’s problems and reported 
an encouraging demonstration of sup- 
port from all over the church. Dr. 
McGregor reported that the church has 
given to Montreat approximately $500,- 
000 in the past two years. The su- 
preme need there, he said, is the same 
as that of three years ago: Respect- 
able living quarters for the servants. 
A second need is for 50 or more eff- 
ciency apartments. 








In speaking of Montreat college, he 
pointed to Christian education in gen- 
eral and said, ‘‘Unless our institutions 
are Christian, the state institutions will 
beat us to death.’’ Permission to con- 
tinue Montreat’s campaign until the 
full $780,000 is received was granted. 

The committee departed from the rec- 
ommendation of the permanent Nomi- 
nating Committee and left C. Grier 
Davis and James L. Fowle on the list 
of Montreat trustees. 


In reply to an East Alabama overture, 
seeking to make Hebrew an optional 
study in the seminaries, the Assembly 
ordered appointment of an ad interim 
committee to study the question and 
to report next year. 


Bills and Overtures 


The retiring moderator, W. E. Price, 
next presented the report on Bills and 
Overtures. Only item in this report 
which drew any discussion dealt with 
an overture from Suffolk, Va., calling 
for a protest to the re-appointment by 
the President of another representative 
to the Vatican. Most of the objections 
were on the basis of not needing such 
a representative, though it was men- 
tioned by some that the grounds of 
protest were because of violations of 
the principle of the separation of church 
and state. As the debate closed, J. 
Watt Gray, Abingdon, Va., elder, said, 
“I’m opposed to sending anybody to 
the Vatican unless we can send Mr. 
Truman in the morning.’’ The Assem- 
bly roared with laughter, but a Mis- 
souri commissioner rose to say in good 
spirit that he and his fellow-Missourians 
didn’t agree with this reference to the 
President. Only scattered Noes were 
heard when the overture protesting the 
Vatican representative was approved. 

In the same report, the Assembly 
said of the Book of Common Worship 
approved in 1946 (the USA book) that 
any part of the book which is not 
definitely contrary to the church’s rules 
can be used. The question dealt with 
the ‘‘Form and Order for Setting Apart 
a Commissioned Church Worker” and 
the reply was given as approval in us- 
ing this form. 


A Brazos Presbytery overture was 
answered to show that an evangelist 
can receive members into a church 


(without the aid of elders) only in 
the act of organizing such a church 
and before ruling elders are ordained. 
In a mission chapel, the session of the 
parent church must receive the mem- 
bers. 

The ‘‘Peace Fellowship of Presbyte- 
rians, US,’’ was asked to refrain from 
using “Presbyterian, U. S.’’ in its title 
and publicity. In answering another 
overture, the Assembly maintained the 
requirement where Deacons must sub- 
mit their minutes to the Session every 
six months. 

East Hanover’s overture seeking to 
make new members of the church more 
aware of their membership in a world- 


4 


wide and age-old church was approved 
and sent to the presbyteries for ap- 
proval. 


Annuities and Relief 


Annuities and Relief, of which com- 
mittee W. L. Carson, Richmond, Va., 
was chairman, was reported by S. N. 
Harris, Belzoni, Miss. The transfer of 
assets from the Louisville office to the 
Board of Education under the reorgan- 
ization was approved. The improved 
condition of many of the church’s edu- 
cational institutions was noted with 
gratitude. In fields where a minister 
serves several churches, the churches 
without a manse will be urged to add 
the customary 15% manse allowance 
item in figuring the Annuity dues so 
that the minister’s Annuity earnings 
can be increased. The temporary modi- 
fication of the rules governing retired 
ministers (approved last year) will con- 
tinue until the Assembly orders other- 
wise. A new Board was elected (see 
page 5) and Wade H. Boggs’ re-elec- 
tion by the Board was approved. The 
committee paid Dr. Boggs high tribute 
“for his full knowledge of the affairs 
of the Board and for his clear presen- 
tation of information. ...” 


Assembly’s Office 


James F. Hardie, San Saba, Texas, 
brought the report on the Office of the 
General Assembly. The committee rec- 
ommended and the Assembly approved: 
sending the Assembly’s minutes to sem- 
inary seniors; a $70,000-budget for the 
Assembly’s office (of which $26,500 
goes for the Assembly’s meeting); nega- 
tive answer to an overture seeking a 
change of the Assembly’s date of meet- 
ing. More time was spent Saturday 
afternoon debating whether commis- 
sioners to the Assembly should be 
allowed four or five cents per mile for 
use of their automobiles to and from 
the Assembly thar on any other single 
item. The committee recommended five 
cents but the Assembly voted 155-135 
for four cents. 


SATURDAY EVENING 


Second of the evening programs by 
the agencies was devoted to the Pro- 
gram of Progress and Annuities and 
Relief. In the first part, J. R. McCain, 
chairman of the General Council, pre- 
sented LeRoy P. Burney, who directs 
the Program of Progress. Dr. Burney 
showed graphically how the program 
has advanced the causes of the church 
during the years of its life. H. D. 
Bastin, Cynthiana, Ky., was called upon 
to give a personal testimony as to how 
laymen are able to bring new life into 
a church through the channels of the 
Program of Progress. 

Dr. Boggs spoke on the three divi- 
sions of Annuities and Relief: (1) The 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund; (2) Em- 
ployes’ Annuity Fund; and (3) Minis- 
terial Relief. In his first section he 
reported that the age of retirement is 


dropping noticeably and he underscored 
the fact that if the trend continues 
then the resources of the Fund will not 
be adequate since they were set up to 
care for an average retirement age of 
71-plus. For the 10-year period the 
average was 71.3, but for the past 
three years the age has dropped as fol- 
lows: 70.8, 69.5, 68.9. Ministers were 
urged to continue their service as long 
as their physical and mental health 
enable them to do so. The Fund also 
reported a reduction in the rate of 
mortality among the age annuitants 
during the year. 


SUNDAY 


Fifty-eight elders assisted in serving 
the communion to the Assembly. W. W. 
Pharr, Mt. Hope, W. Va., and S. Wilkes 
Dendy, Dalton, Ga., led the service. S. 
R. Diehl, Martinsburg, W. Va., was the 
preacher of the morning. The offering 
was given to the Massanetta confer- 
ences. 

That afternoon one of the high spots 
of the Assembly was provided in the 
concert of the Austin College choir 
from Sherman, Texas, en route from 
engagements in New York and else- 
where. All agreed that this was one 
of the finest features of the meeting. 

Sunday night was devoted to the 
work of the Board of Education. 
Edward D. Grant, the executive secre- 
tary, was at his best in presenting his 
associates and in showing the far-flung 
responsibilities of this agency. Dr. 
Grant introduced Dr. D. A. Penick, 
University of Texas professor and well 
known tennis coach, a commissioner 
to the Assembly, who was presented as 
the founder of the first student work 
within the bounds of the Assembly—50 
years ago at the University of Texas. 


MONDAY MORNING 


The Assembly heard a telegram which 
was sent by the Associate Reformed 
General Synod which conveyed the ac- 
tion of that body looking favorably to- 
ward union with the U. S. church. 

J. Chester Frist, Mobile, Ala., re- 
ported for the Woman’s Work Commit- 
tee. (One action of the Assembly 
changed ‘‘Woman’s” Work to ‘‘Wo- 
men’s” Work, making it uniform with 
Men’s Work. Dr. Frist, in comment- 
ing on this recommendation said, ‘‘This 
was about the only action which this 
committee of men took on its own 
initiative.’’) Progress in all lines was 
indicated by this Board (OUTLOOK, 
June 12). The new Board of Women’s 
Work, which will begin to function 
October 1, will have ministers on it 
for the first time. It was also recom- 
mended to the permanent Nominating 
Committee that laymen also be con- 
sidered for appointment to the same 
board. 


Committee Chairmen 


The Stated Clerk raised the ques- 
tion as to future practice in appointing 
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chairmen of standing committees. Here- 
tofore the Moderator has always ap- 
pointed his chairmen after his election 
and before the first business of Friday 
morning. This year the retiring mod- 
erator was requested by the clerk’s 
office to make these appointments. Dr. 
Frist made the point that the modera- 
tor should be allowed to choose his own 
chairmen as he organizes the Assembly 
which has elected him; that it might 
be unfair in some future Assembly for 
a former moderator to appoint the 
leaders of the next Assembly. J. K. 
Johnston, Greer, S. C., contended that 
the practice this year expedited the 
business. The Assembly approved this 
step overwhemingly for next year but 
refused (182-156) to establish it as a 
practice beyond that time. When it 
was proposed that it be made the cus- 
tom from now on, Dan Graham, Blount- 
ville, Tenn., said, ‘“We ought to deliber- 
ate over this a good deal. We are 
streamlining a good many things. When 
a streamlined train gets the doors shut 
there’s very little chance to get off.” 


Richardson Case 


One of the most important committee 
reports came next,’ with Judicial Busi- 
ness presented by Eugene D. Wither- 
spoon, Wilmington, N. C. This commit- 
tee had before it an overture on the 
so-called Richardson Case. It pointed 
to the findings of the Judicial Commis- 
sion which had reported last fall ‘‘un- 
derscoring and emphasizing the deci- 
sion of the courts that no member of 
the Richardson family was guilty of 
fraud. .The Boards of our church 
involved, legal successors to the execu- 
tive committees bringing suit, have en- 
dorsed the findings of the judicial com- 
mission and expressed regret to the 
Richardson family.”” Then the stand- 
ing committee recommended adoption 
of this statement: 


“The General Assembly of 1950 ap- 
proves these actions and expresses its 
regret for the long delay in reaching 
this just and wise conclusion. This As- 
sembly expresses its Christian love and 
appreciation for the devoted service of 
the Richardson family to the church 
and calls on all its constituent agencies 
and individuals to join with us in this 
conclusion.”’ 


W. M. Baker, Mebane, N. C., pre- 
sented an amendment to be added to 
the foregoing resolution. It was said 
to have represented the entire delega- 
tion from Orange Presbytery, in which 
Greensboro is located. It read: 


“And that this case may be closed 
for all times, this Assembly calls upon 
the trustees of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Greensboro, N. C., also to 
accept in good faith the findings of the 
Judicial Commission, and in Christian 
charity withdraw any character charges 
made against Smith and Lunsford Rich- 
ardson and express their regret to the 
members of the Richardson family for 
the sufferings and injury caused by 
these charges.” 


This was first added to the report 
JUNE 26, 1950 


without debate but when it was pointed 
out that the question had been put with- 
out giving Dr. Witherspoon an oppor- 
tunity to comment on it, the Assembly 
granted him permission to speak. He 
felt that the committee’s answer was 
sufficient. The additional paragraph, 


he said, ‘‘will spade up the ground 
again; we are getting ready to throw 
gasoline in the fire again.’’ Then the 
question was put and the Assembly de- 
clined te include the amendment 
200-178. The committee’s report was 
adopted unanimously. 





Elections 


Moderator — Benjamin Rice 
Jr., Richmond, Va. 

Assistants to the Moderator — Robt. 
S. Woodson, Yazoo City, Miss.; W. W. 
Glass, Decatur, Ala.; H. A. King, Lex- 
ington, N. C.; James Doom, Hartsville, 
S. C.; Daniel A. Baker, Dallas. 

Stated Clerk—E. C. Scott, 
Ga. 

Assistant Stated Clerk—P. J. Garri- 
son, Jr., Atlanta. 

Temporary Clerks—W. B. Clemmons, 
Fairfield, Va.; Tom B. Anderson, He- 
lena, Ark.; J. Phillips Noble, Green- 
ville, S. C. 

Assembly’s Training School Trustees 
—1953: E. S. Campbell, Mrs. F. R. 
Crawford, Homer McMillan, Mrs. C. M. 
Norfleet, C. Darby Fulton, H. H. Wood, 
Judge M. Ray Doubles. 

Mountain Retreat Association—1954 
Ministers: Robert F. Jones, Paul M. 
Edris, S. Wilkes Dendy, W. L. McLeod, 
J. E. Flow, C. Grier Davis, E. G. Lilly, 
H. H. Thompson, Henry Wade Dubose, 
David L. Stitt, J. L. Fowle; Laymen: 
Karl Hudson, Ed McMillan, C. M. Nor- 
fleet, L. Nelson Bell, J. A. Kellenberger. 

Annuities and Relief: 1951: John 
R. Richardson, C. Grier Davis, A. R. 
Bird, Jr., Turner Rice, W. C. B. Sha- 
aber, Chas. B. Castner. 1952: Geo. 
H. Vick, W. A. Alexander, W. E. Phifer, 
Jr., Murray Nichol, Chas. J. Currie, 
Carlton Winn. 1953: Alton H. Glasure, 
W. A. Benfield, Jr., John Oliver, Linton 


Lacy, 


Atlanta, 


Allen, Dr. A. J. Alexander, John O. 
Carter, Jr. 

Office of the General Assembly: 
1951: 3B. K. Tenney, Archie C. Smith, 
R. A. Bolling, Nevyn Rankin, John L. 
Morrison, E. J. McMillan; 1952: Felix 
B. Gear, Frank P. Anderson, D. R. 


Greenhoe, R. E. Wilgus, F. L. Jackson, 
Graham White: 1953: H. Kerr Taylor, 
W. B. Clemmons, David H. Edington, 
David Givens, J. Edward Faucette, W. 
Edwin Hemphill. Dr. Gear is to con- 
vene this committee; Dr. Taylor is its 
representative to the General Council 
(1953). 

Historical Foundation: 1953: Wm. 
H. Barnhardt, Thos. P. Johnston, Mrs. 
W. F. Fowler. 

Trustees of the General Assembly: 
1953: Geo. M. Rose, R. R. Craig, R. 
T. Fewell, Chas. E. Diehl, J. F. Hardie, 
W. Payne Brown, F. L. Jackson, Neal 
Y. Pharr, C. Grattan Price. 1952: RK. 
S. Robinson in place of J. H. Kennedy. 

Board of Women’s Work (effective 
Oct. 1): 1951: William B. Ward, Mrs. 
C. S. Harrington, Mrs. A. W. Litz, Mrs. 
J. P. Terrell, Mrs. Walter Truelock, 
Mrs. Paul K. Buckles. 1952: James 


Sprunt, Mrs. Geo. U. Baucom, Jr., Mrs. 
J. M. Williams, Jr., Mrs. J. L. Walker, 
Mrs. H. B. Whitaker, Mrs. A. B. Craig. 
1953: Stuart R. Oglesby, Marshall C. 
Dendy, Mrs. T. Smith Brewer, Miss 
Louise Davidson, Mrs W. H. Hopper, 
Mrs. Frank Staunton. 


Judicial Commission — 1951: Add 
Ray D. Fortna; 1952: add Judge H. 
E. Buchanan. 19538: J. Rupert Mc- 


Gregor, Judge Julian Alexander, Wm. 
A. Gamble. 

World Missions—1952: Dr. Norman 
Patterson to succeed Vernon S. Broyles, 
resigned; 1953: Alfred T. Adams, 
Samuel F. Bissett, Marion A. Boggs, 
James E. Bear, C. L. Buckingham, Mrs. 
H. C. Blacksmidt. 

Mission Court—1953: Mrs. Geo. 
Avinger, Mrs. Y. V. Patterson, Mrs. H. 
W. DuBose. 

General Council — 1953: James L. 
Fowle (Church Extension); T. K. 
Young (World Missions); John F. An- 
derson, Jr., C. H. Williams, R. McFer- 
ran Crowe; Geo. B. Hoyt, L. Roy Klein, 
J. R. McCain. 

Church Extension 1952: Moses 
James, replacing W. L. McLeod, re- 
signed; 1953 Warner L. Hall, James L. 
Fowle, Wm. H. McCorkle, J. McDowell 
Richards, T. E. Veitch, Mrs. H. D. 
Brown. 





Education—1951: D. T. Caldwell, 
E. D. Witherspoon, R. A. Lapsley, Jr., 
A. L. Currie, Mrs. S. N. Harrell, Geo. 
D Bowles; 1952: H B. Ramsey, J. J. 
Murray, Wallace M. Alston, Miss Alice 
Eastwood, Karl G. Hudson, W. E. Price; 
1953: W. T. Thompson, Frank M. 
Taylor, Marshall Brown, Herbert 
Slaughter, Mrs. John W. McQueen, Mrs. 
Frank Brooke. 

National Council of Churches—From 
the Boards: C. Darby Fulton, Claude 
H. Pritchard, E. D. Grant, Wade H. 
Boggs, Janie W. McGaughey, J. G. 
Patton, Jr.; Executive Committee: John 
M. Alexander, J. McDowell Richards; 
Alternates: S. E. Howie, M. A. Boggs.; 
Members at Large (alternates are hy- 
phenated): B. R. Lacy-Wm. V. Gard- 
ner; Ferguson Wood-M. A. MacDonald; 
Hugh Bradley—J. E. Cousar; James R. 
Bullock-John §. Land; Clarence S. John- 
son-J. R. McCain; T. H. Stukes-C. R. 
Wilcox; J. P. McCallie-Mrs. F. R. Craw- 
ford; Mrs. A. Walton Litz-Mrs. H. D. 
Haberyan. 

Committee on Cooperation and Union 
—S. R. Oglesby, Georgia; Wm. M. 
Elliott, Jr., Texas; Wilbur Cousar, Ap- 
palachia; L. L. MeCutchen, Oklahoma; 
G. T. Gillespie, Miss. 








In an overture from Mecklenburg 
Presbytery, the question was raised as 
to the power of the presbytery’s Com- 
mission on the Minister and His Work 
to dissolve the pastoral relationship and 
dismiss the minister to another pres- 
bytery when all parties concerned give 
their specific concurrence in the trans- 
action. The Assembly approved this 
procedure. 


Church Property Issue 


Next in the Judicial Committee’s re- 
port came one of the most significant 
items of business of the entire meeting. 

Atlanta Presbytery had written the 
Assembly about an action taken by the 
Westminister church of Atlanta, of 
which John R. Richardson is minister. 
Said the presbytery: This church 


“has so amended its articles of in- 
corporation as to delete the name of, 
and and indication of relationship to, 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. It has also described the pos- 
session of its property as ‘for the abso- 
lute, sole and exclusive benefit of the 
members of the congregation’ of said 
church ‘without any right, title, inter- 
est or estate, legal or equitable, exist- 
ing in favor of any denomination, pres- 


bytery, or other ecclesiastical body 
whatever. 
“Because similar actions are being 


taken in other parts of the Assembly*, 
the presbytery of Atlanta seeks the 
counsel and advice of the General As- 
sembly. ...” 


Majority Report Adopted 


The Assembly finally adopted the re- 
port of the majority of the committee 
but the third paragraph was an amend- 
ment offered by W. L. Carson, Rich- 
mond, Va.: 


“1. When a 
such action as 
it withdrawn 


particular church takes 
is indicated above, has 
from the Presbyterian 


Chureh in the United States? (This 
question was asked by Atlanta Pres- 
bytery.) Reply: No, but such action 


is contrary to and in violation of the 
historic practice and polity of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States 
and if upheld by the civil courts would 
make it possible for this and other 
churches adopting similar charters to 
withdraw from the Presbyterian Church 


in the United States with their prop- 
erty at their own discretion. 
“2. Does a particular church have 


absolute ownership of its property with- 
out reference to the denomination? No. 
The committee also requests the Gen- 
eral Assembly to instruct the Assem- 
bly’s permanent Nominating Committee 
to appoint a committee on the study 
of church property composed of from 
seven to nine members including at 
least three lawyers to study the whole 
question of the ownership of church 
property as related to the presbytery 
and other church courts. 

“3. What advice shall the presbytery 
give to the particular church, or what 
action should the presbytery take in 
the light of the facts set forth? The 


*The Bay Street church, Hattiesburg, 
Miss., in an action approved by Meri- 
dian Presbytery (OUTLOOK, Sept. 12, 
1949); the Weaverville and Swannanoa, 
N. C., churches in Asheville Presbytery 
(OUTLOOK, May 1, 1950), and others. 
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Assembly advises the Presbytery of 
Atlanta to take such action as may be 
required to have its charter altered 
so as to conform to the requirements 
of the Book of Church Order, in order 
that the authority of the courts of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States may be properly recognized and 
that the property rights of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States 
may be adequately safeguarded.” 


This final paragraph was stronger 
than the reply proposed by the com- 
mittee which called for ‘every effort 
(to) be made by the church and the 
presbytery to work out a suitable solu- 
tion in conformity with the firmly- 
established traditions and practices of 
Presbyterianism.”’ 

A minority report had been presented 
by Robt. I. Hatch, Kansas City, Mo., 
which, in answer to the first question, 
said No; in answer to the second, asked 
for appointment of the committee only; 
and in reply to the third, said to wait 
for that committee’s report. 

P. W. DuBose, Zellwood, Fla., urged 
adoption of the minority report because 
(1) it is just and (2) it is equitable. 
This church had a right to do what it 
has done. It has fine, consecrated 
legal advice. Others in South Carolina 
and Florida are recommending that 
do just this thing for then 
they can do business. The whole Assem- 
bly should follow this wise action. 


churches 


No Congregational Church 


R. W. Jablonowski, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
said approval of the church’s action 
would permit it to withdraw at its own 
discretion; a church’s property belongs 
to the local congregation so long as 
the congregation belongs to the Pres- 
byterian Church. If we do not stand 
by this Presbyterian principle, then we 
may as well haul down our flag and 
call ourselves the Southern Congrega- 
tional Church. (Applause.) Through- 
out the Presbyterian world we have al- 
ways believed that we were a partner- 
ship. When we sacrifice that cohesive 
relationship, we introduce a divisive 
element. Other denominations have 
come more nearly to share our point 
of view on this question. 

Mr. Hatch claimed that the reason 
for the church’s action was that it might 
“forever remain in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S.” 

Hugh Powel, Oakland, Fla., wanted 
the answer given to Atlanta Presbytery 
now, instead of waiting for a commit- 
tee’s report. W. B. Clemmons, Fairfield, 
Va., proposed reference to the perma- 
nent Judicial Committee. W. L. Car- 
son said a delay of a year would be 
unwise. John L. Farley, Memphis 
elder, said, “Don’t think that this 
church changed its charter merely to 
borrow money or to transact business. 
It is not necessary to refer this to a 
committee. All of us are Presbyterians 
or we would not be here. We are not 
discipline this church but 
to assert our Presbyterianism. 


trying to 
trying 


If we dodge an opportunity to re-assert 
Presbyterianism we will be making a 
mistake.”’ 

B. F. Yandell, Charlotte, N. C., min- 
ister, then began to read an article 
which he called ‘‘The Presbyterian Doc- 
trines of Church Property.” In the 
midst of this lengthy article (which 
he read to its end) he was asked what 
he was reading. His reply gave the 
title of an article which he said was 
written by William Childs Robinson, 
Columbia Seminary professor. When 
asked where the article was published, 
he refused to answer. (It had ap- 
peared in a recent issue of The South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal.) 

W. G. Foster, Alexandria, La., in- 
sisted that Presbyterian polity varies 
widely and urged adoption of the min- 
ority report calling for a special com- 
mittee. 


Presbytery to Meet Soon 


Edward G. Lilly, Charleston, S. C., 
said the minority report would be in- 
adequate. Atlanta Presbytery is to 
meet June 1¢€ to deal with this situa- 
tion. ‘We acre saying, brethren, we 
are all members of the Presbyterian 
Church. We need to try to deal with 
each other in faith and trust and con- 
fidence; if we don’t, we will have a 
most difficult situation. The question 
is, Can we trust one another? If we 
can’t trust one another, we are in a 
terrible situation.”’ He told of a ceme- 
tery of Confederate soldiers, all but one 
of whom haé been buried facing the 
east. This one insisted upon facing the 
north. Said Dr. Lilly, “There is 
tragedy in that. If there is anything 
more difficult than a political division 
in a war, it is a church division. Breth- 
ren, let us learn to trust one another.” 

James E. Moore, Baltimore, Md., 
said mutual trust and confidence are 
mandatory, but he insisted that the 
Assembly very unwise to 
prejudice the case by adopting the 
majority report. It would be impossi- 
ble to arrive at a suitable conclusion, 
he said, until the committee has re- 
ported. 

Dr. Carson said, ‘‘We are not here 
to chide the church for what it has 
done, but we all feel that the church 
has made a mistake.’’ In the light of 
that he introduced his amendment for 
point three. 

Thomas E. Gilmer, Hampden-Sydney. 
Va., thought the Atlanta church’s char- 
ter conformed to the Book of Church 
Order. 

Parks W. Wilson, Baton Rouge, La., 
supported the Carson amendment, say- 
ing that the congregation exists by au- 
thority of the presbytery, its minister 
is called and installed by the presby- 
tery, and any action which the church 
takes must be in accord with the will 
of the presbytery. Postponement of 
action now would open the door to all 
kinds of possible actions by churches 
of divergent views. 


would be 
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The Carson amendment was then 
adopted with only scattering Noes, and 
the entire recommendation was adopted 
with only slight opposition being regis- 
tered. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 


With the Judicial Committee still re- 
porting, a recommendation was offered 
supporting a proposal made by the As- 
sembly’s permanent committee on the 
Minister and His Work calling for a 
full-time secretary for this work and 
financial provision not to exceed $15,- 
000 for 1950-51. Ernest Trice Thomp- 
son, Richmond, Va., chairman of the 
Assembly’s committee was asked to 
speak for that committee. 

Dr. Thompson reviewed the history 
of the Minister and His Work commit- 
tees and commissions since they were 
provided for. Creation of this plan, 
he said, was never expected to solve 
all the problems related to this subject 
but it was hoped that experience would 
point to the next steps to be taken. 
Today churches still find it difficult to 
get pastors and there are a good many 
pastors who need to change their lo- 
cations. His committee, he said, unani- 
mously approves securing the new sec- 
retary. Such a secretary would (1) De- 
velop a bureau of objective informa- 
tion on churches and ministers; he 
would not volunteer such information 
to a church but would provide it only 
upon application; (2) Serve as liaison 
agent between the commissions of the 
presbyteries; (3) use laymen in the 
work of the church, collecting infor- 
mation on laymen who might be em- 
ployed by churches. 

He pointed to objections which are 
raised: (1) It would be a step to- 
ward Methodism; but, if we can learn 
from that church we should do so; 
however, this is not like Methodists; it 
is rather an extension of the Presby- 
terian system; (2) such a man would 
build up too much power; he would, 
on the contrary, be responsible to the 
committee which is elected by the 17 
synods; use of his office would be vol- 
untary; the secretary could not ap- 
proach churches but only committees; 
(3) no secretary could carry out so 
great a work; possibly so, but what- 
ever he did would be better than we 
are now doing; (4) it would involve 
too much machinery; however, we 
have a growing church; is this addi- 
tional bit ot machinery necessary? It 
is if 87 commissions are to function 
properly; (5) it would involve too 
much expense; the real point is whether 
or not the expense would justify itself; 
expediting the earlier securing of pas- 
tors and shortening the periods of 
vacancies would more than pay for the 
expense involved. 

James E. Moore, Baltimore, opposed 
the proposal, saying ‘‘The price of gov- 
ernment always goes up; this move- 
ment is in the direction of Rome (the 
Assembly vocally disagreed with him 
at this point); I can’t see anything in 
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this that the Apostles directed the 
church to do. The hardest thing we 
have to do now is to get churches to 
stand on their own feet and not look 
for some outside help. Hasn’t 18 years 
of paternalism in America taught us 
anything? This step is not necessary; 
such paternalism will sap the heart out 
of our Presbyterian independence. 

One elder, not identified, then bore 
his strong testimony in support of the 
recommendation, citing the difficulties 
which churches face in securing pastors. 

The Assembly approved the measure 
with only a few votes registered in dis: 
sent. 


World Missions Report 


Another committee whose report was 
anticipated with more than usual inter- 
est was that of World Misions, pre: 
sented by P. D. Patrick, Kings Moun- 
tain, N. C. Item of chief interest dealt 
with the International Christian Univer- 
sity in Japan. Earlier parts of this 
report were adopted practically without 
discussion except when it was proposed 
from the floor by Edward G. Lilly that 
supplemental offerings, in addition to 
budget provisions, not be specified, but 
that all funds, however received, should 
be counted toward the church’s quota. 
A motion to eliminate ‘‘supplemental’’ 
was lost. 

With the Board now supporting 373 
missionaries, it was indicated that pres- 
ent resources will support no more than 
400, while present needs and opportuni- 
ties call for 500—416 less than the 


cnurch had in 1926. 

One-half of the $4,000,000 missions 
objective in the Program of Progress 
has been raised; efforts were asked in 
seeking the full amount for this cause. 


Japan University 


More attention was given to the In- 
ternational Christian University to be 
built in Japan than any other item in 
this report. This was necessitated be- 
cause there were eight overtures which 
dealt with the university and the 
church’s relationship to it. In a state- 
ment adopted by the Board in a special 
meeting on May 30, the action which 
was taken last December was repeated. 
In that statement it was said that “the 
establishment of any strong Christian 
institution in Japan by American peo- 
ple as a gesture of goodwill and sym- 
pathy is most worthwhile, and we pray 
that this proposed university shall con- 
tribute to the ever-enlarging stream of 
Christian education in that country.” 
However, the Board said at that tima 
that it could not contribute the pro- 
posed $50,000 because of other com- 
mitments in Japan; and it felt that, 
therefore, it should not accept member- 
ship on the Foundation. “But most 
sincerely” it had said in the Decem- 
ber statement, ‘‘the Board prays for 
all prosperity and good success to at- 
tend this specific task and for a 
stronger friendship between the two 
nations generated by this achievement.”’ 

At its May meeting, this was added: 
“By this action, the Board intended that 
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we correct the present tendency? 
what can be done about it? 


(La. minister.) 


minister. ) 


through the grammar grades? 


Moderator. ) 


on earth today? (Ala. layman.) 
(Mo. minister.) 


long-term pastorates? 


questions. 





Free-For-All 


(Continued from last week) 


11. Why do Presbyterian bees not swarm and find new hives? 
(Submitted by a Kentucky minister.) 
12. What do you consider the greatest weakness of Protestantism and 
(Texas minister.) 

13. Should the churches oppose the manufacture of the hydrogen bomb? 


14. Just what is the nature and function of the church? 
must be faced by all Christians, particularly in the tocal parish. 


15. Should our denomination seek to establish parochial schools at least 
(Va. minister.) 
16. If the present plan of reunion is utterly unsuitable to a considerable 
minority in our church, what do those opposed suggest? 
17. Are there more reasons for the US and USA churches to remain apart 
than there are for them to come together? 


18. What would be Christ's attitude on civil rights (not Truman’s legis- 
lative proposals) or full citizenship for minorities, if he were physically here 


19. What about changing the church year to conform to the calendar year? 


20. What is the relation of ministers’ salaries to vacancies; to limited or 
(Mo. minister.) 


Do not wait for somebody else to express his opinion on one or all of these 
ixpress YOUR opinion in 25 specific words—or less. 


(To be continued.) 


How can 


This question 
(Chicago 


(Ala. minister.) 


If so, which? (Former USA 














those who which to do so could feel 
free to contribute to this project, while 
at the same time, for reasons now more 
specifically stated below, the Board de- 
cline to assume either financial or ad- 
ministrative responsibility. 


“At the Board meeting in February, 
1950, the following action was taken 
to clarify the previous action of the 
Board: ‘The Fields Committee recom- 
mends the adoption of the following 
statement in clarification of the action 
taken in December regarding the Japan- 
ese International Christian University: 
“Touching the meaning of the action 
taken in December, your committee on 
Fields is of the judgment that the in- 
tention was neither to approve nor to 
disapprove the creation of the proposed 
Japan university. The Board prays for 
all prosperity and good success to at- 
tend the enterprise and the development 
of a stronger friendship between the 
two nations and throughout the world.” 
The Board is aware that the matter of 
its active support of the University is 


being widely discussed still. Before 
the General Assembly are overtures 
concerning the whole question. The 


Board would state that it has declined 
participation in the Japan Christian 
University in any active fashion for the 
following reasons: 

“1. To many, the proposed Japan 
Christian University goes beyond a 
strictly missionary project as conceived 
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and practiced by our Board. In its 
presentation within our own country 
the emphasis has been more upon the 
humanitarian, democratic and cultural 
prospects of the university rather than 
its distinctive Christian purpose and 
operation. In Japan, where it is re- 
ported, 95% of the considerable sum 
raised came from non-Christian sources, 
we are informed that the basis of the 
appeal has been primarily ‘national- 
istic’? rather than Christian.” 


(This first point was later stricken 
from the report by the Assembly.) 


“*2. The Board is under the pres- 
sure of assigning funds to work already 
established and to objects which appear 
to have greater claim upon its resources 
and have prospects of greater value to 
the missionary enterprise across the 
world. In the light of the fact that 
adequate funds for these responsibili- 
ties are not available, it would appear 
unwise for the Board to undertake ac- 
tive support of an institution which will 
need substantial resources not only for 
capital outlay but for recurring ex- 
penses for operation. 

**3. It is the policy of the Board 
to consult with the Missions on the 
fields concerning all programs which 
affect their operations. Their procedure 
is based upon the fact that the mis- 
sionaries in the countries abroad are 
able to evaluate the comparative signi- 
ficance of proposed programs’ with 
greater discernment than the members 
of the Board. The question of the 
Japan Christian University has been 
twice referred to the Japan Mission for 
its counsel and consideration. Almost 
unanimously the Japan Mission has rec- 
ommended to the Board that under the 
present conditions the Board not sup- 
port actively the university. 

“In the light of all of the fore- 
going, the Board would like to re-affirm 
its action, taken in December and 
quoted above, thereby leaving the way 
open for those who wish to do so to 
contribute to this project; the Board 
at the same time declining to assume 
financial or administrative responsibil- 
ity for the Japan Christian Univers- 
ity.” ’’ 


It was understood that the standing 


committee had approved the action with 
only one member in opposition. 


Former Missionary Doesn't Vote 


When this recommendation was pre- 
sented, Harry H. Bryan, Bessemer, Ala., 
and former missionary to Japan, rose 
to call attention to the Assembly’s re- 
quirement that commissioners shall 
vote on all matters and to ask that 
he be permitted not to vote on this 
question. He said he owed a great 
debt to the Board for sending him to 
Japan; but in view of the hopes and 
aspirations of Christians on that side 
of the world who look with favor on 
the proposed institution, he wished to 
be excused from voting. Charles A. 
Sheldon, Shreveport, La., said in view 
of the interest of young people whom 
we have taught to react favorably be- 
fore opportunities of need and service, 
he also wished to be excused from vot- 
ing. Permission was given to both of 
these men. 

The failure to have any opposing 
motion or any effort to amend the com- 
mittee’s or Board’s action was generally 


taken to indicate that commissioners 
felt that any other step would be un- 
wise since it would be a practical vote 
of no confidence in the Board or the 
Japan Mission. It was felt that what 
a Mission supports with practical una- 
nimity and what a Board supports in 
the same way could not be overthrown 
regardless of the personal differences 
of members of the church. Neverthe- 
less, even though they accepted the fact 
that nothing else could now be done, 
some members of the Assembly voiced 
their dissatisfaction with the situation. 

Hugh Powel, Oakland, Fla., asked 
what was meant by the action of the 
Japan Mission being ‘almost unani- 
mous.” He was told by Mr. Patrick 
and it was later repeated by Dr. Bradley 
that the two members voted against 
the action because they did not con- 
sider that the statement was strong 
enough in opposition. 


Bradley Speaks for Board 


Henry Quinius, Texas City, Texas, 
asked, ‘“‘From the world point of view, 
who is for this and who is against it 
among the major denominations in the 
cooperative movement? I want to know 
who I am voting with and who I am 
voting against.’””’ The question, later 
referred to, indicated that 12 U. S. and 
Canadian denominations have approved. 
(Note: There are really 13 denomina- 
tions plus two or more inter-denomi- 
national bodies including the Foreign 
Missions Conf2rence of North America 
and the Federal Council of Churches.) 

S. Hugh Bradley, Decatur, Ga., was 
called upon to state the case for the 
Board of World Missions. Dr. Brad- 
ley said the Board is ‘‘your servant, 
elected by you. It is not any narrow, 
inclusive secessionist group of men and 
women.” He listed the names of the 
ministers ‘‘to show that there is a wide 
range of opinion in most matters that 
come before the church.” The ICU, 
he said, had been considered for two 
years; “this has been no hasty action.” 
He recounted the relationship to the 
mission and repeated contacts 


“because of certain pressure groups 
that were brought to bear upon us. 
Sometimes these pressure groups don’t 
always operate in very happy ways, but 
pressure has been brought to bear, mis- 
information has been given. For in- 
stance, at the dining room the other 
morning, one of the members of the 
standing committee said that the man 
seated next to him at the table asked 
him about this question and then went 
on to say that ‘I understand that when 
it was referred to the Mission only two 
of three of those who opposed it were 
consulted, that the other members of 
the Mission had no opportunity to ex- 
press themselves at all.’ 

“Now, gentlemen, it’s in the face of 
that kind of a whispering campaign 
and that kind of pressure that the 
Board of World Missions has had to 
make its decision as they could do ac- 
cording to their best ability. Now we 
have consulted the Mission twice and 
the Mission in its actions is always 
thorough. .every member of the Mis- 
sion considers it, and it is considered 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





and 
jud 


hig 
Jap 
arie 
one 
ary 
hav 
ling 
not 
affa 
by 

the 
tha 
tha 
coll 
hov 
me! 
mar 
cere 
me 
ber 
eve 
last 
me! 
una 
on 

mo 
oce 


7 
inst 
anc 
mis 
Bos 
he 
aw: 
saic 
“A 
Pre 
be 
the 
dov 
siol 
mo 
can 
chu 
bef 
mu 
spi 
“Ww 
ari 
inf: 
goc 
sel 
dat 
ity 
you 
par 
Mis 


Gel 
iso] 
coo 
tha 


fer 
in 
era 
of 
ope 
of 
Bo; 
cau 
do 
coo 
cod 
| 
the 


JU? 


xas, 
iew, 
t it 
the 
now 


ater 
and 
ved. 
ina- 
ymi- 
pign 
rica 
Ss.) 
was 
the 
rad- 
ant, 
row, 
and 
the 
vide 
that 
iCU, 
two 
on.”’ 
the 


DUDS 

us. 
lon’t 
but 
mis- 

in- 
ther 
the 
man 
sked 
went 
vhen 
two 
were 
s of 
) eX- 


e of 
aign 
the 
1 to 
) ac- 
y we 
and 
Vays 
Mis- 
ered 


OOK 





and answered according to their best 
judgment. 

“|. .Our missionaries are of the 
highest standard. - In the Mission in 
Japan today there are three mission- 
aries, second-generation missionaries, 
one of them a third-generation mission- 
ary, men who were born there and who 
have served there, who are the best 
linguists in Japan today. .They do 
not have the sole decision in Mission 
affairs. .The reason that was given 
by the other two who did not vote for 
the action was that they did not feel 
that the action was strong enough, not 
that they were opposed to it. We have 
collected all the material that we know 
how to do, we’ve used the best judg- 
ment that we know how to exert, we’ve 
made our decisions prayerfully and sin- 
cerely and unanimously. At the last 
meeting two weeks ago and in Decem- 
ber there was a unanimous vote of 
every one of those present, and at the 
last meeting there were only two Board 
members absent. .So this is the 
unanimous vote of your Mission taken 
on two occasions and it is the unani- 
mous vote of your Board taken on two 
occasions.” 


Two reasons for not approving the 
institution were cited: (1) Financial; 
and (2) The policy of consulting the 
missionaries. In the last two years the 
Board has shown a deficit. To do this, 
he said, we would have to take money 
away from present work. Dr. Bradley 
said missionaries of other churches say 
“How thankful the members of the 
Presbyterian Mission, U. S., ought to 
be that their Board leaves decisions to 
them sometime rather than sending 
down decisions from New York.” Mis- 
sionaries are earefully, 
more carefully perhaps than you choose 
candidates {for the ministry in the 
church because your Board feels that 
before we send anybody overseas they 
must be physically and mentally and 
spiritually capable of doing the work. 
“We have confidence in our mission- 
aries; they are not perfect, they’re not 
infallible, but we believe that they have 
good judgment. We do not bind our- 
selves to carry out all their recommen- 
dations; we reserve the final author- 
ity for ourselves as a Board because 
you gave us that authority, but in this 
particular casé we have backed up our 
Mission group.” 


chosen very 


Evidences of Cooperation 


“There have been reports about the 
General Assembly that our Board is an 
isolationist group. That we are against 
cooperation, and gentlemen, I am sorry 
that that report has gotten out because 
it simply is not true.’’ He then re- 
ferred to the list of 72 agencies shown 
in last year’s report with whom coop- 
erative work is carried on. The Board 
of World Missions is doing more co- 
operative work than any other Board 
of your church, not because the other 
Boards aren’t willing to do it but be- 
cause we have more opportunity. But we 
do not feel that we should go into every 
cooperative venture just because it’s a 
cooperative venture. 

In conclusion, Dr. Bradley stressed 
the point that the approved statement 
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leaves the door open for those who 
wish to do so to contribute to the ICU 
fund, while the Board declines to con- 
tribute to it or assume responsibility 
for it. ‘‘We are not against the uni- 
versity, we have no criticism to offer of 
it, we say some fine things about this 
enterprise because we believe it’s a fine 
enterprise. But we are simply saying 
that we do not have the money to go 
into it and that following the judgment 
of the missionaries on the field we feel 
it unwise to go into it at the present 
time.”’ 


Paragraph Is Stricken 


W. McIlwaine Thompson, Hampden- 
Sydney, Va., said that everyone would 
understand the second and third para- 
graphs in the official statement and 
would approve, but that the first para- 
graph seemed out of line with the good 
wishes which had been expressed by 
the Board. He said it was commend- 
able that 95% of the money did come 
from non-Christian sources since “a 
considerable part of Japan is as yet un- 
evangelized.”” He insisted that some- 
thing which was spoken of as a rumor 
ought not to be commended to the 
church with the approval of the Assem- 
bly. (The objectionable paragraph was 
stricken from the report.) 

Robt. I. Hatch said the appeal for 
the ICU in Kansas City did not con- 
tain the word ‘‘Christian”’ in it. 

Adrian. Kolean, Dyersburg, Tenn., 
quoted President Yuasa of the ICU as 
stating that every member of the fac- 
ulty had to be a member of an evan- 
gelical church. 

Carson: A Day To Regret 

The highest regard for the Board of 
World Missions was expressed by W. 
L. Carson, Richmond, Va., who went on 
to say: 


“Tt have no hope in the world of 
changing the action taken by our Board 
of World Missions or of securing the 
defeat of any considerable portion of 
this report. Yet. at the same time, 
there is a certain loyalty to conviction 
that constrains me to make two or 
three observations on this matter be- 
fore it is voted on. .While our 
Board has made much of the fact that 
it is not financially able to give sup- 
port to this institution at this time, 
that was not its only choice. .The 
overtures left the Board considerable 
latitude as to how they would support 
this work. . . .I am under the im- 
pression that we could cooperate with 
this enterprise without contributing a 
nickel to it. 

“If ~— sense the sentiment of our 
church correctlv. 1 believe that there is 
a growing feeling in our chrreh that 
there are times when the missionaries 
on the field do not adequately sense 
the sentiments of the home church and 
after all is said and done the home 
church propagates its faith. and when- 
ever the home church becomes con- 
vineed that her representatives on the 
mission field are not propagating the 
kind of faith to which the home church 
adheres. the home church has a right 
to speak and to speak with authority 
regardless of what the sentiment may 
be in the mission itself. 


“T cannot refrain from emphasizing 
this one thing that we have in this 
very report here today, that there is 
a creeping paralysis stealing over our 
church in the matter of the generosity 
of our gifts to the cause which we have 
called foreign missions. I am aware 
of the fact that many factors have con- 
tributed to this decline in gifts; un- 
less I misread the sentiment of a con- 
siderable element of our church, I be- 
lieve that it is partly due to some of 
the points of view which have been 
vigorously advocated by some of our 
missionaries in some of our fields. These 
things come to us, not only from the 
press, but directly from the mission- 
aries themselves as they come back to 
speak in our home churches. 

“T know that there are times when 
we are confronted by a choice when 
we can’t choose between something 
good and something bad; I think we 
are confronted by that sort of a deci- 
sion here today. It seems to me that 
we are asked to choose between two 
evils and choose the lesser of them. But 
I want to register this one insistent 
note. I believe that this is going to 
be a day that our church will long 
regret, that it goes down on record for 
posterity that we, the only major denom- 
ination that I know of working in Japan, 
felt compelled to decline to participate 
in any way in this great international, 
inter-denominational expression of 
Christian brotherhood and goodwill.” 


Fulton Response 


At this point Dr. Fulton addressed 
the Assembly. He stated that in all 
the discussion every effort has been 
made to avoid any possible reflection 
upon the ‘Japan Imperial University.”’ 
He inadverdently refrerred to it again 
as the “Imperial” instead of ‘‘Inter- 
national” university. No effort, he said, 
has been made to answer any periodi- 
cals or articles which were promoting 
the university because the Board was 
anxious not to injure the enterprise. 
The Board, he said, ‘‘was loathe to 
give an explanation of its more or less 
negative actions lest those explanations 
themselves carry implications of critic- 
ism that it did not desire to give.’’ The 
Board is in no way obstructing the per- 
fect freedom of those who in con- 
science and in interest desire to sup- 
port this project. 

There is no inconsistency, he said, in 
wishing the institution well and pray- 
ing for it, and, at the same time, en- 
tertaining sufficient misgivings about 
its wisdom and about its character to 
keep the Board from active participa- 
tion on its own part. 

We are not discussing here the matter 
of inter-denominational cooperation or 
of so-called ecumenicity. 

The Board did not state all of its 
reasons, he said, because it preferred 
to limit its comments to the minimum 
so that it might not injure what may 


-prove to be a good thing. 


The $50,000 contribution, he ad- 
mitted, is not a condition of present 
participation, though it was originally 
coupled with the matter of participa- 
tion. 

Dr. Fulton said there are now 18 
colleges and universities in Japan with 
American and Canadian support for a 
Christian constituency of 200,000, with 
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a concentration of these institutions in 
Tokyo, while 
elsewhere. 


institutions are needed 


He referred to misgivings of the mes- 
sage of the institution as voiced by the 
Japan missionaries and he said, “I 
stand with the mission absolutely on 
this.”’ 


Objection Is Specified 


He said there are or have been per- 
fectly natural but sentimental exagger- 
ations of the value of such an insti- 
tution. If a hospital had been the 
project agreed upon there would have 
been less difficulty in joining in cooper- 
ation, but, he said: 


“It is not enough to guarantee the 
Christian character of a_ university 
simply to write that word into the con- 
stitution. And brethren, I want to say, 
because [I don’t want to parade under 
any false colors, that we all know to- 
day that the word Christian is so 
broadly used as to include men of al- 
most opposing positions in the matter 
of faith. jesides, while it is not 
my business to say that this man is a 
Christian or not a Christian, God only 
can be the judge of that, it is my busi- 
ness if [I serve you in a responsible 
position to say whether or not we will 
go into cooperation with an institution 
of this sort where the training of young 
men and women is involved, and select 
for those positions of teaching and re- 
sponsibility, people whose character is 
guaranteed merely by the fact that they 
are members of some _ Protestant 
church.” 


By the action of the Board, here pro- 
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posed to the Assembly, individuals, he 
said, can support the ICU, but for the 
Board to do so is another thing. 

His remarks were applauded. The 
vote, which was then put, favored the 
committee’s recommendation with only 
seattering Noes. Dan Graham then 
proposed a standing expression of ap- 
preciation to Dr. Fulton and that the 
Assembly be led in prayer for him and 
the world mission work by the Moder- 
ator. 


General Council Reports 


The first standing committee report 
to be made on the General Council was 
presented by Thomas A. Fry, Jr., Red 
Springs, N. C. This report became early 
involved in the question of supporting 
the various councils: Federal and 
World, Presbyterian Alliance and Lord’s 
Day Alliance, and this portion was de- 
ferred until after the Inter-Church Re- 
lations report. 

Whether or not Overseas Relief 
offerings should be received on Easter 
Sunday was debated, action was de- 
layed, then it was finally approved. In- 
clusion of Christmas, Easter and Pente- 
cost in the church calendar was referred 
to the General Council for recommen- 
dation. 

In adopting a benevolence budget of 
$4,424,135 for 1951-52, the Assembly 
urged that the budget be raised in full 
before over-and-above gifts are made. 
Askings, it was reaffirmed, include all 
gifts made by the local church. 

The young people’s budget, previ- 
ously reported in these columns, was 
approved. 

Monthly emphases now are these: 
September: Church Loyalty and Edu- 
cation; October: Church Extension; 
November: Assembly’s Special Causes; 
December: Annuities and Relief; Jan- 
uary: World Missions; February: 
Stewardship; March-April: Evangel- 
ism; May: Educational Institutions. 

The possible change in the church 
year to make it coincide with the calen- 
dar year is to be studied by the Gen- 
eral Council, but, in any case, it is 
not to be initiated before April 1, 1953. 
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In view of the limitation of service 
on the Assembly’s various Boards and 
agencies, an action which ruled out 
service before 1949 was approved. This 
was made to apply to permanent com- 
mittees as well as other agencies, there- 
fore enabling members of the perma- 
nent committee on Cooperation and 
Union, as well as others, to continue 
their service. 


Church Extension 


Church Extension, with its five major 
divisions, was reported by Thompson B. 
Southall, New Orleans. A contract with 
the presbytery instead of the present 
security deed was denied, in answering 
an overture from Charleston Presdy- 
tery. 

Stillman College was made an inde- 
pendent college but will remain in the 
budget of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion until April 1, 1952. At that time 
its status will be made the same as 
the Assembly’s Training School and the 
Mountain Retreat Association. The 
present board of trustees and Alex R. 
Batchelor will serve for one year when 
the nominating committee of the As- 
sembly will make its recommendations. 

The proposed dissolution of Snedecor 
Memorial Synod, as called for by five 
overtures, will be studied by the Board 
of Church Extension, with a recommen- 
dation expected to be sent to the next 
Assembly. 

A matter of more than passing im- 
portance concerned racial segregation. 
An overture by James W. Marshall, 
which was turned down by Florida 
Presbytery, called for the Assembly’s 
stamp of approval on segregation in 
all church meetings. Instead of gain- 
ing this approval, the Assembly took 
what many felt to be a forward step 
in approving unanimously the standing 
committee’s recommendation ‘that the 
General Assembly make no rule regard- 
ing segregation for itself or its agen- 
cies, and that each presbytery and 
synod make its own policies for its 
bodies, conferences and camps.” 


No Segregation at Assembly 


The Massanetta Assembly will doubt- 
less be a landmark on this point in 
other ways, for Negro commissioners, 
for the first time, were treated - like 
any other commissioners. There was 
no segregation in living quarters or in 
the dining room and there was no par- 
ticular notice of the phenomenon. New 


*Pulpit and Choir+ 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 








| Ne Embroideries - Vestments 
Ly oth S= 
im Hangings - Communion 


Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


ry il 


CATALOG OW REQUEST \& 


y 2a, 
é&=3 
+ 
\) CHURCH GOODS 
a Q SUPPLY COMPANY 
82) 23 ARCH STREET PHILADELPHIA 7 BA 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





com) 
alwé 
mis: 
time 
amp 
M 
ASS¢ 
proc 
folle 
mitt 
tors 


062 
24, 
lett 
lars 
exe 
wel 
rect 
con 
for 


vor 
Ma 
mel 
hac 
div 
ree 


ter 
dre 
bly 
qui 
ma 
sai 
wit 
me 
eth 


H. 
tia 





ice 
nd 
ut 
his 
m- 
re- 
1a- 
nd 
jue 


jor 


ith 
ent 
ing 
Dy- 


the 


‘ida 
ly’s 
in 
ain- 
ook 
step 
ling 
the 
ird- 
ren- 
and 
its 


ibt- 


ers, 
like 
was 
r in 
par- 
New 





JOK 





commissioners evidently thought it had 
always been done that way; older com- 


missioners must have though it was 
time the church was setting the ex- 
ample. 

Meanwhile, and not announced to the 
Assembly, Montreat had _ revised its 


procedure on this subject, with the 
following recommendations of a com- 
mittee adopted by the board of direc- 
tors: 


(1) All Presbyterian, US, groups 
and the Assembly will be entertained 
on a non-segregated basis; after this 
year Negroes will be entertained in 
Fellowship hall and their meals will 
be served in the cafeteria; (2) Such 
groups shall be on a proportionate 
representative basis as at present; 
(3) Other adult church groups (such 
as the Western Section of the Pres- 
byterian Alliance) may also be enter- 
tained upon the same basis at the 
discretion of the Montreat manage- 
ment; (4) “Owing to the multiplicity 
of problems involved, the Board of 
Directors feels that in the future it 
cannot entertain Negro delegates to 
young people’s conferences. This does 
not apply to the Assembly’s youth 
council.” 


The evangelism division reported 69,- 
062 church members received last year: 
24,645 by profession and 44,417 by 
letter and re-affirmation, to make the 
largest total in the church’s history 
except for 1948. Synod’s committees 
were urged to consider appointing di- 
rectors of evangelism. A pre-Assembly 
conference on evangelism is scheduled 
for next year. 


Divorce, Re-Marriage Report 
Commended 


The Christian Relations report on Di- 
vorce and Re-Marriage (OUTLOOK, 
May 2, 9, 16) was received and com- 
mended to the churches for study as 
had been requested. In addition, the 
division is asked to present its further 
recommendations to the next Assembly. 

An overture from Louisville Presby- 
tery with regard to the use of the hy- 
drogen bomb brought forth the 
that 
qualified to make a deliverance 
matter.”’ One unidenitified speaker 
“Just hecause we cannot 
authority en physics 

that we 


Assem- 


bly’s comment “we do not feel 


on this 


said, 
with 
mean 


speak 
not 
about 


does 
cannot speak 
ethics.”’ 

A vote of thanks was extended John 
H. Marion, who has directed Chris- 
tian Relations for the past several years 
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and is now to become pastor at 
Bon Air, Va. He responded, calling for 
full support of this work under his 
successor (yet to be named). 

Radio was shown to be in its best 
condition yet. At the new Protestant 
Radio Center, Decatur, Ga., it is said 
that there is ‘‘the finest broadcasting 
and transcription equipment.” 

Recorded sermons are to be provided 
as an aid for services conducted by 
laymen in vacant churches. 


TUESDAY MORNING 


Early Monday it was felt to be a 
possibility that the Assembly’s work 
could be concluded late that night but 
the various debates showed this to be 
an impossibility by that afternoon. Kven 
so, an early Tuesday adjournment was 
forseen (in recent years it has been 


Wednesday or late Tuesday night when 
the Assembly had adjourned). 

First item Tuesday morning was the 
standing committee’s report on educa- 
tion, presented by Parks W. Wilson, 
Baton Rouge, La. Many of the Board’s 
accomplishments were reported here 
May 29. The Assembly endorsed ‘The 
Fourth Quadrennial Youth Convention 
on the World Mission of the Church” 
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scheduled for Auburn, Ala., Dec. 28-31, 
1950 for young people 17 to 25. The 
plan for regional and church-wide 
men’s conventions was approved. Spe- 
cific duties for the Secretary of Higher 
Education were outlined and approved. 

Overtures were answered as follows: 
One seeking appropriate literature on 
church architecture, approved; a loose- 
leaf Book of Church Order, denied; in- 
clusion of the Shorter Catechism as re- 
sponsive the hymnal, 
denied; study of parochial schools, ap- 
proved; continuation of the $150,000 
annual appropriation for higher educa- 
tion, approved. 


readings in 


Hymnal Is Approved 


A new hymnal, jointly produced with 
other Presbyterians, approved by 
this committee and by the Inter-Church 
committee—and was approved without 
objection by the Assembly. 

Dan Graham, Blountville, Tenn., 
evangelist, sought to add _ an additional 
recommendation to this report by which 
the Assembly would urge the heads of 
chureh colleges and seminaries to have 
commencement and other’ speakers 
‘who conform to the standards of our 
church.” 

At this 


was 


point, the Moderator, Dr. 
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Lacy, who was not then presiding, rose 
to say, “I don’t believe we want to 
do this for it would mean that in our 
seminaries, for example, we could not 
invite in Methodists and Baptists, or 
Roman Catholics, to speak to our stu- 
dents. We would be greatly impover- 
ished. [| doubt if the Assembly will 
waut to impose that restrict!on on any 
men who have got to meet the thinking 
of people in this day in which we live.” 

The Graham motion was then de- 
feated with only a few Ayes heard in 
support of it. 


Inter-Church Relations 


Final standing committee report 
dealt with Inter-Church Relations, with 
Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., pre- 
senting the majority and James E. 
Moore, the minority. Seven men’s names 
were signed to the minority report but 
when it was vresented Geo. W. Norris, 
Panvilie, Va., asked that his name be 
stricken because he had not given his 
permission to have it included, but he 
indicated that he expected to vote for 
the minority report. 

The minority opposed only the World 
Council of Churches and the Federal 
Council. In earlier parts of the report 
the committee was unanimous in ap- 
proving (1) continued acquaintance 
and cooperation programs with the 
USA church; (2) a joint Presbyterian 
hymnal, with invitations going to other 
Presbyterian bodies to join in; (the 
Moderator will appoint ‘a committee 
consisting of persons of musical com- 
petence, of representatives of the 
Board of Education, and of represen- 
tatives of the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union to carry forward this 
project” and to work under the Board 
of Education); (3) The C&U commit- 
tee was authorized to appoint two fully 
participating representatives of the As- 
sembly to “The Conference on Union” 
“with the understanding that such dele- 
gates are authorized to make no com- 
mitments of the General Assembly to 
any proposed plan of union.” 

Overtures seeking to obstruct the 
proposed answered in the 
negative. 

The American Bible Society, included 
in this report, given the usual 

(Continued on page 15) 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Moses, Who Led His People to God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 9 


Printed Text: Exodus 19:16-25; 35:4-5, 21. 


We are studying this quarter some of 
the great men and women of the Bible. 
Last week it was Jacob, whose descend- 
ants were proud to call themselves 
“Children of Israel,’’ the name by which 
Jacob came to be known in his later life. 
This week it is Moses, who welded the 
Children of Israel into a nation, and led 
them into a covenant with Jehovah, 
their God. Judged by any criterion, 
Moses is one of the most influential men 
in all of history. It is clear that we can- 
not give any just estimate of his life or 
work in a single lesson. We shall con- 
centrate, therefore, on the two signifi- 
cant incidents brought before us by our 
lesson text. 


I. Moses’ Early Life 


When Moses was born, the Israelites 
were an oppressed people, reduced to 
hopeless serfdom by the Pharaohs, 
rulers of the world’s mighiest empire. 
To save his life, the infant Moses was 
placed in a floating cradle, among the 
bullrushes, in the river Nile. Here he 
was discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter, 
who had him brought up in her own 
establishment as one of the princes of 
Egypt. But Moses’ sympathies remained 
with his own people, and an ill-con- 
sidered act of violence finally forced him 
to flee from the royal court and find 
refuge in the Arabian desert. Years 
went by and it seemed that Moses, like 
many another man, had allowed the 
dreams of youth to be lost amid the 
responsibilities of maturity. Then news 
came that the old Pharaoh was dead, 
and Moses felt divinely led to return to 
Egypt and demand of the new Pharaoh 
that he set his people free. The Israel- 
ites lacked spirit, and Pharaoh was de- 
termined and vindictive, and for awhile 
it appeared that the burdens of the peo- 
ple would become more grievous than 
before. A series of divine judgments, 
(the ten plagues), finally persuaded the 
haughty ruler to relax his hold upon his 
hapless serfs. At the last moment he 
changed his mind and set after them 
with his army in hot pursuit. A strong 
east wind enabled the Children of Israel 
to escape across the shallow bottom of 
the Red Sea. When the hosts of Pharaoh 
sought to follow, the wind shifted, the 
waters rolled over them and they were 
gone. 


Il. The Covenant 


Moses was now faced with the diffi- 
cult task of welding a generation of 
slaves into a strong and disciplined na- 
tion. Instead of leading them immedi- 
ately into Palestine, which was their 
ultimate destination, he turned off the 
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beaten course, and led them slowly 
southward toward Mount Sinai. Here 
it was that Moses brought to the peo- 
ple God’s proposal for a covenant. In 
proposing this important step, God first 
reminded Moses, and Moses reminded 
the people, that Jehovah had a claim 
upon them because he had brought them 
safely out of the land of Egypt. It 
might be said that he had borne them 
out on eagles’ wings. But he had far 
greater plans for them in the future. 
They should be his own peculiar posses- 
sion from among all peoples, a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation, if they 
would obey his voice and keep his cove- 
nant. (Ex. 19:5.) 


When the people accepted these con- 
ditions, Moses commanded them to pre- 
pare themselves for the further revela- 
tion of God’s will, which he would give 
them on the third day. The command- 
ments which he would give them were 
the basic commandments which they 
must obey in order to realize God’s 
promises, the basic commandments 
which they must assent to, before the 
covenant could be formally ratified. In 
accordance with Moses’ command, the 
people washed their feet and sanctified 
themselves for the great day, when God 
should make known his will. The out- 
ward cleansing of the camp was meant 
to symbolize the inward cleansing of the 
heart. 

We pause here to recall ‘‘that no reve- 
lation that God has made of himself has 
ever been so terrible in its material ac- 
companiments as that at Sinai, and no 
occasion can be conceived of as more 
needing the employment of solemn, 
startling and impressive circumstances. 
Here was a people gross at heart, de- 
lighting in flesh pots, debased by slavery, 
eareless of freedom, immoral, inclined 
to idolatry, who had to be elevated into 
God’s living witnesses among the na- 
tions, the depository of his truth, the 
teacher of the rest of mankind for ages. 
Given the object of impressing such a 
nation permanently with the conviction 
that it had received a divine revelation, 
that very dreadful consequences would 
follow the neglect of it, and the need 
of the thunder and the other terrors of 
Sinai become manifest.’’ Remember. 
too, ‘‘that all mankind was, at this 
period of the world’s history, so prone 
to idolatry, and Israel was so deeply in- 
fected by the contagion of Egypt’s super- 
stition, that, if God had appeared to 
them in any form they would have in- 
fallibly seized upon that form, have re- 
produced it, imitated it, and made it an 
object of idolatrous veneration. It was 
necessary that they should have an ab- 


solute conviction of the presence, power. 
majesty, and might of God, and yet that 
they should not see him, should not have 
any form with which to connect him.” 
The manifestation of God was made, 
therefore, after the described fashion. 

God first revealed his identity and 
established his claim upon the people’s 
gratitude. He said, ‘I am Jehovah thy 
1od who brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”’ 
Then followed ten distinct command- 
ments which were to sum up God’s great 
moral requirements from the Covenant 
nation. (Exodus 20.) 

The first commandment dealt with 
God’s position: “‘Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.’ The second, 
with God’s worship: ‘‘Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image.” 
The third, with God’s name: ‘‘Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain.’’ The fourth, with God’s day: 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy.”’ 

The remaining commandments deal 
with man’s duty to his fellowman: 
“Honor thy father and thy mother’; 
“Thou shalt not kill’; ‘‘Thou shalt not 
commit adultery’; ‘‘Thou shalt not 
steal’; ‘“‘Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness against thy neighbor’’; ‘“‘Thou shalt 
not covet’? (that is desire unlawfully, 
or inordinately). 

Israel’s whole relation as a nation to 
God was based on these ten command- 
ments. They have never been super- 
seded and are still in force under the 
New Covenant. They are indeed, the 
basis of all subsequent teaching on our 
duty toward God and our neighbor. 
Theologians have found it possible to in- 
clude under the various heads of duty 
represented by the Ten Commandments 
the whole natural duty of man. Jesus 
in all his teachings did not render them 
obsolete. He simply filled them full. 
Even the two great commandments 
(love toward God and love toward man) 
are just a summary of these ten. All 
Christian nations have recognized that 
we have here the fundamental morality. 
As one commentator remarks: ‘‘They 
are the foundation stones of moral law 
and order, and of all the codes of law 
in the civilized kingdoms of the world.”’ 

The moral law as summarized in the 
Ten Commandments was given directly 
by God to the people. They trembled 
at the voice of God and entreated Moses 
that, henceforth, God’s commands be 
delivered through him. Moses, accord- 
ingly, went up into the mount and there 
received those laws, comprising the civil 
code, recorded in Exodus 21-23. 

A rapid reading of these laws witl 
reveal that they were adapted to Israel’s 
life in the wilderness and do not apply 
on the whole to our present life. Some, 
in fact, are definitely below our present 
standards. It will help us to remember 
in this connection that no legislation can 
move too far in advance of public opin- 
ion. There are some things here as else- 
where that Moses allowed the Children 
of Israel because of the hardness of their 
hearts (cf. Mt. 19:9). Such laws do 
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not express the divine ideal but were 
the most that could reasonably be ex- 
pected at this time. These facts explain 
much that startles many modern readers 
of the Bible. Slavery, polygamy, and 
war, for example, were not abolished. 
To forbid them utterly would have been 
impractical at the time. But laws were 
introduced Which vastly ameliorated the 
condition of the slave, elevated the 
status of woman, and restrained the 
brutal passion of the warrior, and these 
laws were far in advance of the culture 
that surrounded Israel at the time. In 
addition, a benevolent spirit, a sense of 
responsibility, especially for the needy, 
runs through the Mosaic legislation, 
which is not paralleled in any other 
ancient legislation, and which can still 
inspire us in the present day. 

In chapter 24 we read how the Israel- 
ites accepted the Moral Law as revealed 
in the Ten Commandments and the Civil 
Law as recorded by Moses. ‘‘After that 
Moses built an altar and offered sacri- 
fices to God.’’ The sprinkling of the 
blood of the sacrifice upon the altar and 
upon the people symbolized in the most 
solemn fashion the acceptance of the 
Covenant, first by God and then by the 
people. It was the ratification of the 
proposal made in Exodus 19:5. Hence- 
forth the Israelites were God's chosen 
people, bound to obey God’s law, privi- 
leged to be his 


representatives upon 
earth. 
Ill. The Tabernacle 
Moses was statesman, as well as 
prophet. He realized that Israel’s ob- 


ligations and privileges under the cove- 
nant would not be kept in mind, and 
that fellowship with God could not be 
sustained without a regular and stated 
worship. This worship as planned by 
him was to be conducted by an heredi- 
tary priesthood, Aaron and his descend- 
ants, assisted by the members of 
Aaron’s tribe, the Levites. It was to be 
centered in a building called the Taber- 
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nacle, so arranged that all 
truths of Israel’s religion 
their symbolic expression. 

The most 


the vital 
found there 


prominent object in the 
outer court was a brazen altar on which 
priests offered sacrifices daily for the 
sins of the people, emphasizing the fact 
that atonement must be made if they 
were to maintain right relations with 
God. 

Three articles of furniture were 
placed within the Holy Place: the table 
of shewbread, the altar of incense, and 
the golden candlestick. The first was 
intended as an acknowledgment that 
the material blessings of life came from 
God, coupled with an appeal that he 
would continue to supply their need. 
The altar of incense symbolized the 
prayers of the people which were to be 
continually offered to God. The golden 
candlestick signified the light of God’s 
truth continually burning in the midst 
of God’s chosen people. 

The Holy of Holies was entered only 
once a year and then only by the High 
Priest, with the blood of a sacrifice, 
which he sprinkled upon the Mercy Seat 
to make atonement for the sins of the 
people. 

In order that the tabernacle might be 
erected in the proper manner and in the 
quickest time the people were asked by 
Moses to contribute both of their goods 


(25:1-2: 35:4-9) and of their services 
(35:10-19). 
Some were asked to contribute of 


their goods. Moses did not wish to force 
anyone to give by legal enactment or by 
social compulsion. He asked all those 
who were of a willing heart to contrib- 
ute to the work of the Lord, to con- 
tribute what they were able to give or 


what their hearts prompted them to 
give. The people took him at his word 


Everyone whose heart stirred him up 


and whose spirit made him willing 
brought an _ offering unto Jehovan 
(35:21). Moses emphasized the fact 


that every gift was an offering unto God, 
whether it was an offering of silver, of 
brass, or of wood. Some of the women 
surrendered their dearest 
and brought to Jehovah their rings. 
brooches, and necklaces. Others labored 
with their hands and brought the blue 
and purple and searlet cloth which they 
had spun with laborious toil. The rulers 
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who had greater means than the average 
citizens, realized that greater responsi- 
bility rested upon them, and they bought 
the jewels for the priests’ garments and 
costly spices and fine oil for the service 
of the Tabernacle. To sum up, all who 
gave, gave willingly, realizing that they 
gave to Jehovah. Their gifts varied in 
kind and in value, but all were neces- 
sary for the building of the tabernacle, 
and all were equally acceptable to God. 

Moses asked all who were willing to 
contribute of their goods; he asked some 
to contribute their services. He realized 
that not all could labor personally on 
the tabernacle, and therefore he asked 
those who were wisehearted, that is, had 
ability of any sort, and whose heart 
made them willing, to contribute their 
services. 

Bezalel and Aholiab were the master 
workmen who responded and who did 
most of the delicate labor, but there 
were many others, whose names are not 
mentioned, who did their part, whether 
it was little or great. Clever women 
took to their looms and wove fine linen 
of many colors into lovely tapestries. 
Men skillful in carving wood, in cutting 
precious stones, in beating gold, wrought 
in these ways to beautify God’s dwelling. 
It was through the labors of these 
mostly unknown workmen, using the 
materials which the people as a whole 
had contributed, that at last the Taber- 
nacle was completed and God came to 
dwell in a peculiar sense among his peo- 
ple in the house which they had built. 


The Lesson Applied 


Moses was the founder of a people 
who have survived the fluctuations of 
history, and who have made greater con- 


tributions to moral and spiritual pro- 
gress than any other. He was wise 


enough to see that the people could real- 
ize their loftiest destiny only as they 
were consecrated to God and obedient 
to his will; only as they accepted the 
moral law as embodied in the Ten Com- 
mandments; only as they sought to 
weave the principles of this moral law 
into the social structure; only as they 
maintained fellowship with the Al- 
mighty through the worship of the sanc- 
tuary. He invited the people to enter 
into a Covenant with God and to con- 
tribute their goods and skills to the 
building of the church. 

We need statesmen like Moses, who 
recognize that a nation must be under- 
girded with religion if it is to endure 
We need people in every walk of life 
who will enter into a covenant with the 
Lord, who will seek to embody the 
moral law in the national structure, who 
will give money and effort to carry for- 
ward the work of the church. 

To consider: How can the 
tions of our own 
ened? What 
like Moses, who could see far into the 
future, think 
America? 


founda- 
nation be strength- 
would a wise statesman, 
were the next steps for 

[Title and Scripture selection copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. ] 
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ASSEMBLY REPORT 
(Continued from page 12) 
support; Reformation Day, Oct. 29, will 
stress ‘‘Protestantism -and Liberty” and 
churches are urged to join with other 
Protestant groups for community-wide 
observances wherever possible; recom- 
mendations of the Presbyterian Alliance 

were approved. 


World Council Debate 


Then came the World Council recom- 
mendations, ‘‘That we as individual 
members of a participating church labor 
and pray for the continuing effective- 
ness of the ecumenical movement, and 
that the amount of $6,634 contributed 
last year be fixed as our minimum sup- 
port for the ensuing year.” 

The opposition of the minority was 
a surprise to many people, since sup- 
port of the World Council has generally 
been much more widely based than that 
of any other body. Many who have been 
opposed to the Federal Council have 
been vigorous advocates of the world 
body. 

Mr. Moore’s paper called for disasso- 
ciation for three reasons: (1) The 
membership of the Council makes iin- 
possible a clear testimony to the gospel; 
(2) pronouncements of the Amsterdam 
meeting give clear indication that the 
purpose of the Council is at variance 
with our standards; (3) the organiza- 
tion of the Council indicates that the 
development of a super-church is in- 
evitable.”’ 

First speaker for the minority was 
H. J. Spencer, Charlotte, N. C., elder 
and a member of the church of which 
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Dr. Hall is pastor. In his talk he spoke 
usually of the Federal Council, al- 
though his attention was called to the 
fact that the discussion was on the 
World Council. He said: (1) The 
Federal Council has always been active 
politically and he could see no reason 
why the World Council would be any 
different; (2) In representing the 
churches before the world, the Council 
has never preached a saving gospel... . 
Haven’t we had enough of it? Well, 
now’s our chance to do something about 
it. 


There Is One Foundation 


W. MclIlwaine Thompson, Hampden- 
Sydney, Va., referred to his contacts 
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as a chaplain and the fact that he wor- 
shipped with men of different nation- 
alities and church groups and he said: 


“IT can bear testimony that all of 
these services were founded on the 
same foundation on which we base our 
faith, for there is no foundation which 
can be laid. .As long as we have 
this same broad base to fellowship in 
Jesus Christ, believing in him as Lord 
and Savior,. .it seems to me that 
we ought here to bear testimony to our 
conviction that we can serve the Chris- 
tian fellowship in cooperation rather 
than in divisiveness and isolation.” 


Thomas’ Brackett, Sarasota, Fla., 
favored withdrawal, saying, “If you 
make people Christians, then social re- 
form will take care of itself. . . .I 
believe in cooperation with all Chris- 
tian bodies, but we’ve got to cooperate 
on a Christian level, not on a pagan 
level.’’ 

John E. McLean, Palestine, 
minister, said, “Europe is sick. 
Protestantism is sick. .Are we 
going to desert those brethren in this 
great hour of need? It would be a 
shame for our church to withdraw in 
these critical days.”’ 

J. K. Johnston, Greer, §. C., said he 
is a colonel in the reserve chaplains’ 
corps and referred to contacts in Eu- 
rope. Protestantism, he said, and espe- 
cially Calvin, is responsible for our 
free enterprise system. He objected to 
statements made at Amsterdam. Said 
he: 


Texas, 


“Protestantism brought you this sys- 
tem of economic life which you have; 
if you throw it overboard for socialism 
you have gone contrary to your church 
fathers. Therefore, unless the World 
Council can give a clear, definite state- 
ment in favor not of the welfare state, 
not of the socialistic, and not of com- 
munism, and to. give its full 
approval to our form of economic life 
which has brought to us these great 
gifts, then I say I don’t want to be 
associated with it.” 


Dan Graham said, “It amazes me how 
any Presbyterian group of men can be in 
favor of throwing away not only our 
church, but our great nation. . . .My 
Lord didn’t pray in the 17th chapter 
of John for us to unite with everything 
that comes along. .he prayed for a 
spiritual union, . . ..I] am closer to 
a Baptist or a Methodist who is born 
again than [I am to all these others 
who are not born again.” 

Henry Quinius, Texas City, 
said history shows that 


Texas, 


“Our Christian faith has never tied 
to one economic system; for if it had 
been, it would have fallen in the feudal 
ages. And we know today when we 
look at Russia that because the Chris- 
tian faith made a serious mistake and 
allowed itself to be tied to the czars, 
then when the czars fell, the Christian 
faith fell in disrepute. .I don’t 
believe that my Lord will rise or fall 
whether I sell for 10c profit or $1,000 
profit. I do believe that my heritage, 
the Calvinistic heritage, did give birth 
to the capitalistic system which we have 
and enjoy today. .I am for it, 


1 would die for, but I don’t want to 
believe that my Lord, Jesus Christ is 
tied to such a set of opinions. [I be- 
lieve he is bigger than that. F 
We cannot tie our gospel to the way 
I feel personally unless we feel that 
in so doing we have the complete 
monoploy, and our Lord Jesus Christ 
never said that we had the monop- 
a. « o 


Chas. A. Sheldon, Shreveport, La., 
said only spiritual union is not the ques- 
tion for ‘“‘we are not disembodied 
spirits.”’ He said our continued mem- 
bership in the World Council gives at 
least a partial answer to “our war 
dead’? when they asked Why? 

(Continued next week) 





CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum $2 cash with order. 








BOOKS 
CASH PAID for religious books. Send 
your list or write for details. Baker 


Book House, 
Michigan. 


Dept. PO, Grand Rapids 6, 





SALES CATALOG RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 

Approximately 5000 items, mostly 95c. 
Send 25c stamps. David Lawyer, Plains, 
Montana, 





FOR SALE 





AT MONTREAT, N. C., eight room house. 

One of the most desirable properties in 
Montreat. Well built, beautifully land- 
scaped. Sale price much below replacing. 
J. O. Mann, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 





WANTED 





c 
A RIDE TO MEXICO June 26 or a little 


later. Will share expenses. Rider 
speaks Spanish and is familiar with high- 
way. Isabel Ross, First Presbyterian 


Church, Statesville, N. C. 





“Stimulating record 





mae of historical 
“Revivals in the j revivals” 
Midst of the Years | Christian Observer 
* 
i | Revivals 
i ° 
| in the Midst 
wos i 


. of the Years 





_ 


by BENJAMIN R. 
LACY, Jr. 


New Moderator of 


the General Assembly 











This book, popular since 1943, is 


still relevant and timely. $1.50 
PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 
Box 1176 Box 1020 


Richmond 9, Va, Dallas 1, Tex 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Donald W. Richardson, recently re- 
tired as professor at Union Seminary in 
Virginia, will supply the pulpit at 
Hampden-Sydney, Va., during the sum- 
mer while the pastor, W. McI. Thomp- 
son, is travelling in Europe. It has also 
been announced that Dr. Richardson 
will become stated supply of the Porter 
Street church in Richmond September 1. 

Hunter B. Blakely from Charlotte, N. 
C., to 1506 Wilmington Ave., Richmond 
27, Va., effective July 1. Dr. Blakely’s 
business address will be at the Presby- 
terian Board of Education, Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Va. 

W. R. Hall, Sr., from Cameron, Texas 
to Fairfield, Texas July 1. 

Russell C. Stroup Lynchburg, Va., has 
accepted a call to the Georgetown 
church (USA), 3115 P St., N. W., Wash- 
ington 7, D. C., in August. 

J. A. Marrow Jr., Rocky Point, N. C., 
is expected to become pastor of the 
Hebron and Byrd churches, Goochland 
C. H., Va., September 1. 

Robert W. Kirkpatrick, Westminster 
church, Richmond, Va., has accepted the 
call to become professor of homiletics at 
Union Seminary in Virginia. 

H. Harold Wells, Jr., Gretna, La., will! 
become pastor at Ennis, Texas, in Au- 
gust. 

R. G. Schwanebeck Fitzgerald, 
has become pastor of the Jones Me- 
morial church, Meridian, Miss. 

J. Moody McNair, mission pastor of 
the First church, Charleston, W. Va., 
has become pastor of the Village Chapel 
church in the east end of Charleston, W. 
Va. The church was organized in March 
with 242 members. 


Ga, 


L. L. MeCutchen, Lawton, Okla., has 
become pastor of the 
church, Ft. Worth, Texas. 

James H. Caligan, who recently com- 
pleted work on his Th. D. 
Union Virginia, has re- 
turned to Florida and is temporarily at 
1026 N. W. 45th St., Miami 37, Fla. 

Alton W. Bean, of the West Hope- 
well and Rivermont churches, Hopewell, 
Va., has accepted a call to the Prentis 
Park church, Portsmouth, Va. 


FLORA MACDONALD 
COLLEGE 


Zed Springs, N. C. 
A rich educational experience 
in a 
Joyous Christian atmosphere 
Marsha’! Scott Woodson 
President 


Westminster 


degree at 
Seminary in 














Frank L. Shannon from 
Texas, to Clarksville, Texas. 

EK. F. Deutsch, evangelist for the Synod 
of Texas, is at 1000 Ave. F, 
Texas. 

Robt. G. Hall from Carlisle Barracks, 
Pa., to Office of the Post Chaplain, Ft. 
Dis, M.. 2. 

G. T. Preer 
Collins, Miss. 

Robert C. Vaughan, Jr., who studied 
at Union «. .snary in N. Y. during the 
past year on a Union Seminary in Vir- 
ginia fellowship has received his mas- 
ter’s degree and pastor of the 
Pryor Memorial Crewe, Va.: 
309 E. Tenn. 


Denton, church’s men’s work, and Samuel C. Pat- 
terson, Leland, Miss., pastor, died in 
Nashville, Tenn., June 14 after a brief 
illness. Dr. Patterson had been retired 
since 1941, having served the Morrilton, 
Ark., church 1924-41. He was a product 
of the Associate Refromed Church and 
for some years was a pastor in the 
United Presbyterian Church in addition 
to his service in the U. S. 


Bay City, 


from Lafayette, La., to 


church. 


CHINA SERVICE 

Frank W. Price, well-known mission- 
ary to China, has been appointed to the 
General Staff of the Church of Christ 
in China for another period until his 
next furlough. Dr. Price is rural work 
secretary for the CCC; in addition, he is 
serving for six months as one of the co- 
pastors of the Shanghai Community 
Church. 


is now 
church, 
Ave. 
DEATH 


Samuel Jasper Patterson, 75, father 
of S. J. Patterson, Jr., head of the 





1950 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


AIM: To instill the idea of spiritual values as well 
as material, of divine relations as well as human, 


to train for life and the art of living. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


Fully accredited, liberal arts college 
for women. B. A. and B. S. degrees are 
offered with many fields of specializa- 
tion. Registrations now being received 
for 1950-51. 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 
Charlotte, North Carolina, 








Continuously outstanding since 1849 for the 
highest attainments in the intellectual, spirit- 


ual and physical realms of Christian education. 


FULLY ACCREDITED * CO-EDUCATIONAL 
FOUR-YEAR LIBERAL ARTS * SOUNDLY 
PROGRESSIVE AND GROWING 


W. B. Guerrant 
President 
Sherman, Texas 





| academieé efficiency, spirtual sincerity. 


| tions for 1950-1951 session should be made now. 











PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high schools. Transfer, 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self-control, 
Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- 
For catalogue, write 
William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


y COLLEGE 
KING COLL 
Coeducational Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences 
Fully accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, 
education. FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, 
(2) Academie, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Summer ses- 
sion. Catalog and illustrated booklet. ‘ 

R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


ment, beautiful campus. 











Presbyterian 

















